
To whom it may concern:  

I have become aware of a plan by Sinclair 
Broadcasting, which  virtually demolishes one of the 
cornerstones of domocrasy - Freedom of Speech.  I 
have heard from several sources that Sinclair 
Broadcasting is strong-arming their stations to air an 
anti-Kerry documentary days before the November 
election.  In my opinion, this manuever represents a 
clear example of the dangers incurred with media 
consolidation, as well as one of the justifications for 
anti-trust legislation.  

I firmly believe that Sinclair, an entity that uses the 
public airwaves free of charge, is obligated to serve 
the interest of the public who fund the public 
airwaves through our taxes.  Allowing large 
companies to own majority shares of media 
distribution (in this case the airwaves), the ideals of 
a democracy are compromised and the public is 
subjected to one person's perspective and 
government.  Instead of forcing stations to air 
something produced by a biased faction of society 
and from a remote locale, I believe that it is more 
important that we see issues and people from our 
own communities.

The fact that Sinclair is in a position to wield it's 
power in such a biased and destructive manner such 
as this, examplifies the importance of redefining 
legislation regarding media ownership.  Sinclair's 
actions demonstrate why the process of renewing a 
license should be a more formalized procedure 
rather than simply having to return a postcard. 
Thank you for your time and for seriously 
considering this complaint.

Sincerely,  Robert Byrd


